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Project Summary  
 
The first large-scale participatory study across the UK and Ireland to explore lived 
experience-led criminal justice, focussing on: 
The past: historical and archival research  
The present: Innovative, arts-based participatory methods  
The future: future focused design methods and lived experience voices 
Our goal? Ethical and imaginative praxis that could transform criminal justice. 
 
Team Highlights – Year 1 
 

The past 
 
          Gill, Paula and Emma have been researching historical archives and documents to 
chart lived experience histories across the 19th and 20th centuries.  
             Gill has an article about the 19th century under review with a journal and Paula, 
Emma and Gill have submitted an abstract for a special issue. Watch this space.  
 

 



 

     In September, the team were invited by Penal Reform International to discuss lived 
experience in prison reform at the Amsterdam Law Hub. The hybrid event was attended by 
lived experience leaders from different counties, the Dutch prison service, academics, civil 
society, and UN delegates. Gill shared the long history of lived experience involvement in 
reform, and the group considered international pitfalls, lessons and strategies.  

 
Gill also presented emerging findings on the histories of lived experience-led criminal justice 
at the British Association of Social Work conference in Manchester and the Birkbeck Social 
Science festival. 

  
 

The present 
 
Kemi and Natasha have been working with their advisory board to conceptualise an 
‘Aftermath of Crime Wall’. This visual artefact will represent the barriers people face 
post criminalisation as a first step to imagining how things could be otherwise. 
Supported by Emma, the team will produce the work for public display in 2026. 
 
    The team have completed 12 interviews to date across England, Wales, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and Ireland. 3 more are also scheduled. The team will interview at 
least 5 leaders with lived experience in each country about the benefits and limitations 
of lived experience-led criminal justice before analysing and publishing findings.  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LEFnn-ZCZx4


 

      In June, Kemi and Tasha were interviewed on the excellent life after prison podcast 
and talked about love, a human approach and recognising the minefield that is post-
prison 'rehabilitation'. Listen here https://lnkd.in/dd-s5yvN 
 

 
 
 
         Gill has completed the first photovoice study of present-day lived experience 
leadership. The study will be exhibited in the highlands of Scotland in February 2026 
and published later in the year.  

         
   In September, the team attended the European Society of Criminology Conference. 
Gill worked alongside Paula in an ‘Author meets critic’ session to critically consider a 
collaborative book Paula co-edited about Prisoner Leaders. We considered this in the 
context of the histories and ethical realities of lived experience involvement. 

 

https://lnkd.in/dd-s5yvN
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/flip-of-the-coin-cic-and-realities-conference-tickets-1715554923959?msockid=3775923ee762642626208020e63a6519


 

     In October, Gill attended NIACRO and the Turnaround Project, Northern Ireland, 
strengthening links with potential research sites and talking with imprisoned mothers 
about lived experience leadership. 

 
 
The future 
 
     In July, the team attended the British Society of Criminology Conference. Along with the 
Experience for Justice collective, we shared a co-created Manifesto for Coproducing 
Knowledge of Criminal Justice, highlighted the urgent need to review the (10 year old) BSC 
ethics framework in partnership with those most impacted, and shared hopes for research 
beyond vulnerability and deficit lenses, which recognises agency and equity.  
 

 
 

             Emma Murray published Criminologist in Residence, Signing Off, exploring how 
being FACT’s Criminologist in Residence has shaped her understanding of design and 
futures based methodologies, which will underpin her practice on this project. 
 

 

https://www.fact.co.uk/news/2025/10/fact-journal-2-resolution?fbclid=PAT01DUANQutNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABp2XJza1A7aVs3OD9gIw_Huytay78vcA4-Il66-uL08Cp4AQOG8TNDJbqGia5_aem_-ssVLtpuw5Cb3KGsQxyLgg


 

      We made our annual review a 2-day team retreat in the peak district prioritising 
bonding, walks in nature and reflecting on our favourite and most anticipated moments.  
 

 
 
 

                What’s Next? 
 

• Photovoice case study 2 and 3 (Northern Ireland and England) 
• Interviews in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 
• Presenting at European Social Work Research Conference (Aberdeen, April 2026)  
• Publishing autoethnographic book 
• Launching design based Compassionate Curriculum  

 
Keep your eyes on our News & Events page – or better yet, get involved! 

 
    Stay Connected 
 
Want to collaborate, contribute or keep in touch? 
        Email: g.buck@chester.ac.uk  
  Website: imaginejustice.co.uk 
 

 

https://imaginejustice.co.uk/news-events/
mailto:g.buck@chester.ac.uk
https://imaginejustice.co.uk/

